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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Milocco 
et al (U.S. 5,829,459, hereafter 459) in view of Archer et al (U.S. 5,660,193, hereafter 193) 
andNogi et al (U.S. 4,641,671, hereafter 671). 

3. Claims 1 and 3: M59 teaches a dishwasher (figure) a dishwashing container (part 2) 
where the dishwashing container is in communication with the dishwashing chamber (fig., where 
the top of the container is open to the compartment), with a recirculation rinse tank (part 6, 
which receives liquid from the dishwashing container) a collecting means (fig. the bottom of the 
washing compartment is the sloped/inclined collection plate) with an outlet for the dishwashing 
container (fig). M59 does not teach that multiple containers are located below the washing 
chamber. ' 193 is a dishwasher. "193 teaches multiple tanks being stored under the dishwashing 
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compartment (fig. 1, parts 9, 5 and 10). All of the claimed elements were known in the prior art 
and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with 
no change in their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded predictable 
results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, meaning that the container 
can be stored under the wash compartment as taught by "193 in apparatus "459 to yield the 
predictable result of housing the recirculation rinse containers under the wash compartment. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have placed the recirculation rinse container under the wash 
compartment, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine 
skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

"459 in view of ' 193 does not teach a rinse tank and does not teach that there are two 
outlets located in the collecting means. "671 is a dishwasher. "671 teaches a rinse tank (part 13) 
and that dishwashing container can have multiple outlets (fig. 3, parts 12a and part 35). All of 
the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined 
the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in their respective functions, and the 
combination would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention, meaning that the dishwasher can have a rinse tank and that the dishwashing 
container can have multiple outlets as taught by "671 in apparatus "459 in view of " 193 to yield 
the predictable results of having a container for rinse fluid and to have multiple outlets for 
draining the dishwashing container. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have moved the recirculation rinse chamber inlet and directly connected it 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/516,503 

Art Unit: 1792 

to the wash chamber instead of connecting it to the dishwashing container, since it has been held 
that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 
USPQ 70. 

Thereby two outlets are created in the collecting plate of apparatus M56, one being the 
dishwashing container ('456, part 2), and the second outlet being the recirculation rinse chamber 
(M56, part 6, for the rinse chamber, where "671 teaches multiple outlets in a container, where 
rearranging the recirculation chamber, as seen above, would mover the second outlet from the 
dishwashing container to the collection plate of apparatus M56). 

Claims 2, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Milocco et al (U.S. 5,829,459) in view of Archer et al (U.S. 5,660,193) and Nogi et al (U.S. 
4,641,671) as applied to claim 1 above, further in view of and Mercer (U.S. 3,989,054, 
hereafter "054) and Becker (U.S. 5,992,954, hereafter "954). 

'459, '193 and "671 teach all the limitations of claim 1 above. 
4. Claim 2: See claim 1 above. M56 teaches a spraying means (fig. part 17). "459, "193 
and "671 does not teach a frame projecting upwards from the dishwashing chamber and does not 
teach that the second hole is located opposite the first hole. '054 is a dishwasher. "054 teaches 
that the dishwashing container can have a upper projecting frame (figs. 1-3, parts 146 and 150) 
where the frame is used to attach a cover for the dishwashing container (fig. 1-3, col. 4 lines 30 - 
69). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have put a frame projecting upwards from the dishwashing container as taught by 
'054 in apparatus M59 in view of "193 and '671 to have used the frame to attach a cover for the 
dishwashing container. 
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" 45 6 in view of " 193 and "671 and "054 does not teach that the two outlets are opposite of 
each other. "954 is a dishwasher. "954 teaches that two outlets can be opposite from each other 
(fig. 4, shows two outlets in the collection plate, the bottom, with one outlet in the center and one 
off to the side). All of the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art 
could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in their 
respective functions, and the combination would have yielded predictable results to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, meaning that one outlet can be opposite of 
the second outlet as taught by '954 in apparatus "456 in view of ' 193 and "671 and "054 to have 
yield the predictable result of having the outlets for the dishwashing container and the recycling 
rinse container to be opposite from each other. 

5. Claims 4 and 5: M56 teaches channels for directing fluid to certain locations (figure, the 
changer is the sloped bottom directing the fluid into the dishwashing container), and that the 
recycling rinsing container is filled to a certain level before the liquid is directed else where for 
use (col. 2, line 1-col. 4, line 15). M56 teaches that the sprayer (part 14) is located in part above 
the dishwashing container (figure) and in part over the collection plate (figure) where a channel 
is created to directed the fluid landing on the plate to the dishwashing container (the channel is 
the slopped bottom of the tub, where the slope is inclined towards the dishwashing container, 
thus directing the fluid to the container. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel A. Waldbaum whose telephone number is 571-270-1860. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-TR 6:20-3:50, F 6:30-10:30 est. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Cleveland can be reached on 571-272-1418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/FRANKIE L. STINSON/ 



Primary Examiner 
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